
Remember all of the online resources too: 

Ixl.com  (your login should be your first initial and last name@ntcs and then a password)  Email your 
teacher if you need it. 

Xtramath.com (you should have logged in with a code give from teacher) Email teacher if you need it. 

 

         5th Grade math 2020 

 
 

 
May MATH Review 

Included in your SUMMER Math packet are Review  
Sheets 1 – 10. Questions 1-4 are basic review from early in the 

year.  Question 8 is very important for students to try, students tend 
to stumble when they are presented a word problem.   

The students are encouraged to do their best and to complete in any 
order.  There are also wonderful review games that can be played 

throughout the SUMMER   

5th Grade MATH NEWSLETTER 

 

SUMMER 2020                    

REMEMBER: 
 

This is all review and meant to be fun.  It is 
also here to help you stay sharp over the 

summer.  It is NOT to be turned in. 

STAY SAFE AND  
HAVE AN ENJOYABLE SUMMER 

 

 Parents with struggling students: 
If your child is struggling, take a break. Show patience and 
be available for help as needed. If you have any questions, 
feel free to contact your child’s teacher directly. 
 
Here are some tips:  

- try a few problems with your child before they work 
independently 

- reference a multiplication chart as needed! 
- Practice fact fluency in any free time such as through 

Xtra Math 

 



     5th Grade ELA June/Summer Review 

Opportunities Learning Packet 

 

 

Dear 5th Grade Students and Families, 

To keep your reading and writing skills sharp and to help you continue to prepare for 6th grade, 
we’ve included a variety of learning opportunities inside this packet.   The materials provided are meant 
to be used during the month of June, but we have also provided some fun supplemental learning activities 
that you can use throughout July & August to prevent regression known as “the Summer Slide.”  In 
addition to everything that has been provided in this packet, we cannot stress the importance of 
continuing to read and write regularly over the summer enough.  Just because school is ending, does not 
mean you should stop reading daily for 20 minutes!  Please keep at it so you can maintain your reading 
stamina, fluency and continue working on comprehension! 

As we prepare to say farewell to the 2019-2020 school year, please know that all your teachers at 
NTI miss you, are proud of how you’ve adjusted to learning at home and can’t wait to see you next school 
year.  Keep working hard and stay well! 

Sincerely, 

~ The 5th Grade ELA Team 

 

Materials included in the June/Summer  Review Activities Learning Packet: 
• (3)  Journal Prompt Calendars for daily  written responses in June, July & August 

 

• (10) ReadWorks.org passages for reading comprehension practice  
▪ Important Note – Answer keys are not included in the printed June/Summer Review 

Packet, but they are available online at ntschools.org in the June NTI Learning Activities 
folder. 
 

• Charts to guide readers through text and remind them of reading strategies 
 

• Helpful website links to help with June instructional support and suggested ELA focus skills 
to check out weekly on IXL during the month of June  

▪ Important Note:  ELA access on IXL memberships will expire on June 30th so please be sure 
to visit IXL in June to practice the provided reading, writing and vocabulary skills. 
 

• Fun activity pages to use throughout July & August to help prevent the “summer s lide” 

 



A Reminder of Close Reading Steps Readers Should Follow for EACH of the 
Provided  Read Works Passages in the June/Summer Review Activities Packet: 

❖ Before your 1st read, preview the text for nonfiction text features. 
❖ During your 1st read, read through the text thinking about the overall “gist” (main idea).  

Think about your 5 W’s (who...what...where...why...when).  Try to write a gist statement at 
the bottom of the article describing what it was mostly about. 

❖ Prior to re-reading the text again, skim the reading comprehension questions to see what 
details you should be paying close attention to during your second read. 

❖ Read the text a second time for details.  As you read, jot notes in the margins whenever you 
notice or learn something important. (Think of annotation as note-taking  to make your 
thinking visible).  You may want to highlight or underline any key details that relate to the 
reading comprehension questions you previewed. 

❖ Answer your reading comprehension questions by going back to the text, reviewing your 
annotated notes and thinking about what answer BEST matches the question. 

 

Here is a List of Tips that May be Helpful to You and/or  Your  Child  When  
Completing the Provided Reading Tasks: 

♦ If your child is getting frustrated, sometimes a little break is helpful! 
♦ Use the non-fiction strategies bookmark to spur your thinking and foster conversations throughout 

your independent books and the passages included in the May packet. 
♦ When completing the reading passages, encourage your child to go back to the text and underline 

or highlight information. 
♦ It is helpful to read passages two or more times to aid in overall message and understanding. 
♦ If your child is struggling, you can read the text aloud to them  so your child can focus on the task 

versus getting hung up on the words. You can also message your teacher to get directions on how 
to add an audio option to the ReadWorks passages. 

♦ When reading independent texts, remind your child to stop and jot their thinking every few 
paragraphs/pages to help hold comprehension.  

o Do a quick comprehension check at the end of each page of text:  What’s going on in the 
text?  Who/what is it about?  

♦ Boxes and bullets are a great strategy to use with nonfiction. This is a note-taking strategy where 
you do a quick stop and jot of the main idea of a section of text and then bullet supporting  details 
that match the main idea. You can do this on any paper you have at home or check out the 
graphic organizers in this packet! This helps hold comprehension and make the big ideas more 
clear before answering questions.  

 



 

5th Grade JUNE Instructional Support 

Continue to check Remind for weekly challenges, virtual field trip opportunities and Video 

Conference opportunities. 

*Please contact your homeroom teacher with login information if needed* 

ELA:  Reading 

 

FOCUS SKILL:  

Reading Choice 

 

 

GOAL: 

**Read 20-30 Mins 

Daily 

Fifth graders should continue to read for approximately 20-30 minutes per day and then 

journal about their daily reading.  Readers can choose either a book or use a website resource 

such as the following:  

• Epic (Link: www.Getepic.com) 

• ReadWorks (Link: www.Readworks.org) 

• RAZ Kids (Link: https://www.raz-kids.com) 

• IXL (Link: https://www.ixl.com) 

• Scholastic (Link: 

https://classroommagazines.scholastic.com/support/learnathome.html?caching ) 

•  Starfall (Link: https://www.starfall.com) 

 ELA: Skills Using IXL:   

 

 

 

FOCUS SKILLS: 

Mixed Review 5th 

Grade Skills 

 

 

GOAL: 

Complete 4-5 IXL/ELA 

Skills Weekly 

IXL Language Arts Review Skills - https://www.ixl.com 

 

Many of the skills may have been completed already.  Remember if you are struggling 

please work to 80%.  If you are able to challenge yourself then work to 100%.  

 

Week of June 1st:  

Reading- F1 Literary Devices &   F2 Literary Devices 

Writing – S1 Descriptive Details  

Vocab- D1 Shades of Meaning & D2 Shades of Meaning 

 

Week of June 8th: 

Reading- F3 Literary Devices &   F4 Literary Devices 

Writing – S2 Descriptive Details  

Vocab-  Y1 Synonyms and Antonyms & Y2 Synonyms and Antonyms 

 

Week of June 15th: 

Reading- B1 Theme  &  L1 &  L2 Poetry Elements 

Writing – S3 Descriptive Details 

Vocab- BB1 Multiple Meaning Words & BB2 Multiple Meaning Words 

 

Week of June 22nd: 

Reading- M1 Short Stories   &   M2 Short Stories 

Writing – U1 Sentence Variety 

Vocab- V1 Prefix and Suffix & V2 Prefix and Suffix 

  

  

  

 

http://www.getepic.com/
http://www.readworks.org/
https://www.raz-kids.com/
https://www.ixl.com/
https://classroommagazines.scholastic.com/support/learnathome.html?caching
https://www.starfall.com/
https://www.ixl.com/
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Instructions for Battle Ship Coordinates 

 
This activity is similar to the actual game Battleship. The only difference is students need to 

say the ordered pairs outloud instead of a number and letter like in the actual game.  
 
 

Instructions:  
 

1. After setting the boards ups, using a pencil mark the locations of your ships 
on the coordinate plane on the LEFT side of the paper.  Do this by making 
dots at the different coordinates.  There should be 4 ships (different sizes 
listed on the coordinate grid paper.  You can also highlight these to make 

it easier to see.  Remember these are YOUR ships.  Do not show them to 
your partner.  Ships can be placed vertical, horizontal or diagonal.  (To 
make it easier, only do vertical and horizontal) 

 
2.  Decide who will go first.  Begin guessing where your partner’s ships have 

been placed by calling out the coordinates.  Example (1, 3).  This would 
be over one and up three starting from the origin (0,0).    
 

3. Your partner will check their board and call out “hit” or “miss”.  
 

4. If a player gets a hit, they put an X on the coordinate that was called on 
their RIGHT coordinate grid (labeled your shots) The opponent will then 
put an X on their ship that was hit (opponent’s shots grid).  If the player 
missed, they put a small circle on that specified coordinate (labeled your 
shots).  The opponent does not do anything if a miss occurs to their ships.  
You could also use one colored pencil for hits and a second colored 

pencil for misses.   
 

5.  If a player has hit the last dot on the ship, the opponent needs to call out 
“You sunk my ship!”  The first player to sink all of the opponent’s ships wins 
the game.  

 
Questions for Students:  

1. Before the game: What are the parts of a coordinate plane?  How are 
ordered pairs written and plotted? 

 
2. During the game: Are the ordered pairs being communicated properly 

and plotted properly by the opponents? 
 

3. After the game: What type of strategy did you use for plotting your points 

and sinking opponent’s ships? 
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Create a Problem TIC TAC TOE:  
 

You and a partner will need to challenge each other to an ultimate TIC TAC TOE game 
where you create your own problems to try and stump each other.  

 

Choose any skills from addition, subtraction, multiplication, division or even comparing 

numbers.  You can do this with BOTH whole numbers or with decimal numbers.   
 

Directions:  Cut out all of the digit cards (there are 3 sets) as well as the operation and 

symbol cards.  Here there are several decimals, all four operations as well as greater than 
and less than symbols for comparing.  There are 2 blank cards, in case you need to write in 
any digit/symbol.   
 
Next, cut out the Xs and Os for your Tic Tac Toe board.  That way you can play as many 
times as you want on the provided board.  

 
Once you have all of your supplies, it is time to start the game.  Decide which partner will go 
first (Partner A).  This person (Partner A) will create a problem using the different cards.  Again 
it can be with whole numbers or decimal numbers and with any of the skills mentioned 
above.  Then it is Partner B’s turn to solve the problem.  Partner A should also solve for 

practice.  (In order to ensure you have the correct answer, you can check it on a 
calculator…once you have solved it yourself! ☺) 
 
If Partner B gets the problem correct, they place their letter (X or O) on a desired spot on the 
Tic Tac Toe Board.  If Partner B does not get the problem correct, Partner A places their letter 

(X or O) on a spot on the board.   
 
Then, it is Partner B’s turn to create a problem. Follow previous steps until someone gets 3 in a 
row! 
 
 

Helpful Hints/Tips:   

1.  Comparing Numbers: You can create as large or as small of a number as you want 
(both whole or decimal).   

 

2.  Adding/Subtracting Numbers: Again, these numbers can be as large or as small as 

desired.  However, don’t forget, “bigger bottom, better borrow!” 
 

3. Multiplying Numbers: Students this year have multiplied anywhere from 1-4 digits.  
Suggestions would be to stick with 2 X 2 digits up to 3 X 3 digits.  However, again, 
modify this to your child’s needs.   

 

4. Dividing Numbers:   This is the most difficult skill to create your own problem, as it may 
not divide evenly.  However, it is still fun to do!  Students have divided 1 or 2 digit 
divisor, (the number on the outside) into a 4 or 5 digit dividend (number on the inside).  
Start with easier numbers and then get more creative and challenging as you play.  

**When dividing, students do not need to go more than the thousandths place (three 
place values past the decimal).   



 

DECIMAL TABLES CHALLENGE  

Decimal Tables Challenge is a decimal multiplication game to get kids to apply their 

multiplication fact knowledge using decimals. It is a quick and easy game to play, and only 

requires counters and a calculator. 

Age range: 5th Grade + 
Number of players: 2 

Learning: Multiplying by decimals, strategy and logical thinking 

You will need 

- 15 counters for each player 

- Calculator (optional) 

Instructions 

• Player 1 chooses a number from the top row and a number from the bottom row and 
multiplies them together. Player 1 tells their answer to Player 2. 

• Player 2 checks the calculation on a calculator or in their heads. 

• If Player 1 is correct, they cover up the number on the board with one of their counters. 

• If Player 1 is wrong, it is Player 2’s turn. 

• If Player 1 cannot cover up any numbers, then play passes to Player 2. 

• Player 2 then chooses a number from each of the two rows and multiplies them 
together. Player 1 checks their answer. 

• The winner is the first player to get 4 counters in a line (horizontal, vertical or diagonal). 
 
Example 

• Player 1 chooses 0.8 from the top row and 5 from the bottom row, and then multiplies 
both numbers together to get 4. Player 2 checks and agrees. So Player 1 covers up the 
number 4 on the board. 

• Player 2 chooses 0.3 from the top row and 0.2 from the bottom row and multiplies them 
together to get 0.6. Player 1 challenges this calculation and they check on a calculator - 
Player 2 is incorrect (the answer is 0.06) so play passes back to Player 1. 

 
Variations 

• Place a coin on each of the top two rows of numbers. Each turn a player has to move the 
coins either 1 or 2 places to the left or right. They then multiply the numbers the coins 
are on to make their number. 

• Score 10 points for every line of 3 counters made on the board. The first player to get 60 
points is the winner. 

 



 

X X X 

 

Choose one number from each row below to multiply together. 

0.2 0.8 0.6 0.3 0.5 0.9 0.4 

 

 

 

 

7 0.4 8 5 0.6 3 0.2 

 

0.04 0.32 3 0.54 1 0.45 0.16 

5.6 1.6 0.18 4.5 6.4 1.8 1.2 

1.5 0.08 4.8 5.6 2.7 0.24 4 

0.48 0.12 2.5 2 1.4 0.36 0.06 

0.16 0.9 0.2 2.1 6.3 2.8 2.4 

3.2 0.1 7.2 3.5 0.3 4.2 0.6 
 

 First player to get 4 in a line wins! 



Dice Games

• Return to Boston (A great game for basic addition skills.)
You need three dice.  
A player rolls all three dice at once, then sets aside the highest die.  Roll the remaining 
two dice, and again set aside the highest.  Roll the last die, then add all three together.  
Each player takes a turn doing this, with the heist score winning the round.  Play a set 
number of rounds, or see who can get to a designated number like 100 first.  

Shut the Box (Another game that focuses on addition facts.)
You will need two dice
While you can purchase a specially designed box, but you don’t need to, simply write out 
the numbers 1to 10 and cross the out as they play.  
The goal is to “close” each of the numbers in the box from one to ten. To do so, a player 
rolls two dice and adds the total.  They then may close as many open numbers in the box 
as they like, as long as together they add up to the total on the dice.  For instance, if a 
player rolls 11, they may close 1,2,3 and 5, since add up to 11.  If no numbers are available 
to add u to the dice total, play passes to the next player and continues until someone 
finally “shuts the box” by closing the last available number.  



Block Out
You will need two dice

You’ll need graph paper and colored pencils for this dice game 
about figuring areas.  
Player one rolls 2 dice and draws a rectangle using the numbers 
rolled as the length and width on graph paper, coloring it if 
desired.  The second player does the same, with play continuing 
until there is no room to draw any more rectangles.  Decide the 
winner by figuring the area of the rectangles and adding them 
together.  













Digits to use in order to create Whole or Decimal Numbers  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Symbols & Operations to Use 
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Football Math  

Players: 2 or more 

Objective:  To score a touchdown on a card and collect as many cards 

as possible.  The player with the most cards, wins. 

The players shuffle cards and place them face down in the middle of 

the playing area.   

One player turns over the top card. 

The players use the four numbers surrounding the football to make the 

MIDDLE target number located in the center of the football.  

If a player can use all numbers on the card to make the target number, 

the player says “TOUCHDOWN”.  The player then shares his or her 

solution.  (All numbers much be used in the solution.  Each number 

may only be used once.)  If the solution is correct, the player collets the 

card.  The player with the most cards, WINS! 

 

 

 



 

 

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS 

*Some cards have more than one solution. 

Page 1                                   Page 3                              Page 5 

6 x (3 x 2) +1 = 37                ((3 x 3) - 2) - 1 = 6          ((6 + 1) + 6) - 6 = 7 

(1 + 2 + 2) x 3 = 15               ((3 x 6) + 1) - 2 = 17       ((2 x 6) - 3) - 0 = 9 

((2 + 2) - 2) x 1 = 2               (6 – 2) - (3 – 1) = 2          ((6 x 6) - 6) - 2 = 28 

(6 – 2) + (2 + 1) = 7              (6 – 3) x (2 + 6) = 24        ((6 – 1) - 2) - 2 =1 

((6 x 2) x 2) x 1 = 24             (2 x 3) x (0 x 6) = 6         ((3 x 3) - 2) x 6 = 42 

((1 + 3) + 1) x 2 = 10             ((6 x 3) / 2) x 2 = 18        ((6 x 3) / 2) - 1 = 8 

 

 

Page 2                                     Page 4 

((6 – 2) + 1) x 1 = 5                ((6 – 2) x 2) x 1 = 8 

(( 6 – 2) x 3) + 6 = 18              (3 x 6) - (3 + 2) = 13 

((6 x 6) x 1) - 1 = 35                ( 6 x 2) - (3 x 2) = 6 

((6 x 3) + 1) + 1 =20               (6 + 6) - (3 + 2) = 7 

(6 – 3) + (3 – 3) = 3                 (3 x 2) - (6 – 3) = 3 

((3 + 3) x 6) x 1 = 36               ((6 / 3) + 2) + 1 = 5 
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Explorations in Math: Exploring Number Sense:  Lesson 5 Activity 2  



 
 
 



 

   



Total of 10 
In total of 10, students are trying to find cards that total 10.  The goal is 
to empty their total of 10 board so that they have no cards left. 
 
I love this game because it's a solitaire style game...and it can be played 
independently or as a team.  Here's how to play! 
 
Layout 20 cards in a 5x4 array. 

 

https://3.bp.blogspot.com/-Sl-ySsse3BE/W-Caby9q8cI/AAAAAAAAOwM/vbp_TetwpsgjUiWWqlqafBPe8e_aVDOgQCEwYBhgL/s1600/total+of+10a.jpg


 
Then, pick up cards that total 10. 
 
When I model this game whole group, students quickly find pairs that 
make 10.  And then, we get stuck because there are no more card pairs 
to make 10.  So, I push them by saying, "I still see cards that can make 
10.  Do you?" 

 
 
And we discover that we can use 3 or more numbers to make 10! 
 
The game is over when we cannot make any more totals of 10.  Again, 
the goal is to have as few cards left over as possible.  This is actually 
difficult to clear the board entirely.  Try it as an adult...it's kinda addicting! 
#ilovecardgames 
 
This game can easily be differentiated by playing total of 20 with your 
higher kids.  And for my struggling learners, we use 10 frames to scaffold 
and help them play successfully.  You can see that intervention in action 
along with the recording sheets we use in this blog post. 

https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-3C75CoGaNvo/W-Cab5W4ReI/AAAAAAAAOwg/Jvln4xkFdA4uOse-QgdlOqtwHamkw9FCACEwYBhgL/s1600/total+of+10.png






May Journal Activities 

Teaching som
eone 

else how
 to do 

som
ething can be 

rew
arding.  Think of 

a skill that you’ve 
taught som

eone else 
how

 to do. 

W
rite about a tim

e 
w

hen you w
ere very 

surprised. 

Y ou are going to have 
a garage sale.  W

hat 
are you going to sell? 
` 

If you could be 
fam

ous for doing 
som

ething, w
hat 

w
ould it be?  W

rite 
about w

hat you 
w

ould w
ant to be 

fam
ous for. 

6 
D

esign a tree house, 
explaining w

hat 
features w

ould be 
included and w

hy 

9 

W
rite a letter to your 

teacher for Teacher 
Appreciation D

ay. 

10 

You are a butterfly 
com

ing out of your 
cocoon.  W

rite about 
your experiences. 

11 

W
rite a story about a 

duckling that is 
afraid of the w

ater in 
the pond. 

12 

Im
agine you have a 

cam
era.  W

hat w
ould 

you photograph and 
w

hy? 

13 

W
rite about things 

you can do in the 
spring that you can’t 
do in the w

inter. 
16 

L ist 5-10 safety tips 
for kids going on a 
field trip. 

17 

I n ten years, I 
w

ill…
…

…
 

18 

D
escribe a trip you 

w
ould like to take 

during the sum
m

er. 

19 

W
hy  are m

om
s 

im
portant?  W

rite a 
paragraph explaining 
w

hy. 

20 

D
raw

 a beach scene 
and w

rite about a 
day at the beach. 

23 
W

rite an essay 
describing the 
im

portance of 
M

em
orial D

ay. 

24 
D

escribe all the w
ays 

you can save energy. 

25 
W

rite a fairy tale 
from

 the point of 
view

 of the Prince or 
an evil character. 

26 
You are on vacation.  
D

raw
 a postcard and 

w
rite a m

essage 
about your 
adventures. 
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FREE 
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N
O
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O

O
L! 

31 
W

rite about the life 
cycle of a butterfly. 



D
o you enjoy 

firew
orks?  W

hy or 
w

hy not?

W
hat are the 

three best things 
about sum

m
er 

vacation?

O
ne thing I think 

m
y best friend 

w
ould enjoy doing 

this sum
m

er is…

It’s N
ational 

Ice C
ream

 M
onth!  

D
escribe your 

favorite ice cream
 

flavor.

W
hat celebrity 

do you adm
ire?  

Explain w
hy you 

look up to this 
person.

O
n the perfect 

sum
m

er vacation, 
w

here w
ould you 

go and w
hat 

w
ould you do?

D
escribe w

hat 
sights, sounds, or 
sm

ells m
ake you 

feel patriotic.

If som
eone 

offered you flying 
lessons, w

ould you 
w

ant to learn to fly 
a plane?  Explain.

W
rite a letter 

to a student in 
another country 
explaining w

hat 
you like about the 
U

nited States.

W
ould you 

rather spend the 
day at the beach or 
at a w

ater park?  
Explain.

Today is Parents’ 
D

ay!  W
hat m

akes 
your parents 
special to you?

D
o you think kids 

should decide their 
ow

n bedtim
e?  

W
hy or w

hy not?

W
hat are your 

three favorite w
ays 

to beat the heat?

D
raw

 a m
ap 

of your hom
e, school, 

or neighborhood.  
D

escribe your favorite 
place there.

Im
agine it’s 

a rainy sum
m

er 
day.  W

rite a story 
about how

 you 
spend your day 
indoors.

D
o you think it is 

im
portant to have 

good handw
riting?  

W
hy or w

hy not?

Is it better to be 
polite or assertive?  
Explain w

hy you 
think so.

Im
agine you had a 

sum
m

er business.  
W

hat w
ould you 

sell or do?

This sum
m

er, 
I really hope m

y 
parents don’t…

W
ould you 

rather be able 
to speak five 
languages or play 
five instrum

ents?  
W

hy?

H
ow

 m
uch 

tim
e do you 

think kids should 
spend outside on a 
sum

m
er day?  

Explain.

W
ould you 

rather w
atch a 

baseball gam
e or 

play on a baseball 
team

?  Explain.

It’s N
ational 

Zookeeper W
eek!  

W
hat zoo anim

al 
w

ould you w
ant to 

care for?  W
hy?

W
rite about a tim

e 
you felt relieved.

If I could go back 
and relive a day 
from

 last year, it 
w

ould be…

Im
agine you 

opened your ow
n 

sum
m

er cam
p for 

kids.  D
escribe 

w
hat it is like.

D
raw

 a plan 
for a new

 school 
playground.  W

hat 
equipm

ent w
ould 

you put on it?

If you could 
only choose 
one, w

ould you 
rather have a cell 
phone or a 
television?  Explain.

To m
e, liberty 

m
eans…

W
rite a funny story 

about a sum
m

er 
vacation gone 
w

rong!
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W
rite to your 

principal 
explaining w

hy 
school should start 
later (or earlier) this 
year.

Explain three 
reasons w

hy your 
fam

ily is im
portant 

to you.

If you could 
trade places w
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friend for a day, 
w

ho w
ould it be 

and w
hy?

O
ne thing 

about m
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e feel 
proud is the w

ay 
I…

W
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rather be a 
lifeguard or a 
firefighter?  
W

hy?

W
hat event 

in history has had 
the m
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significant im

pact 
on your life?  W

hy?
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create a new

 
holiday, w

hat 
w

ould it be and 
how

 w
ould you 

celebrate?

W
ould you 

rather spend all day 
reading books or 
w
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ovies?  

W
hy?

If you could 
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w

hat w
ould you do 

on the last day of 
sum

m
er?  Explain.
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O
ne thing I am

 
glad I did this 
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m
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I w
ish m

y 
parents thought I 
w

as old enough 
to…

A
t the start of a 

new
 school year, 

I often w
onder…

W
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a tim
e you w
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surprised by 
som

eone’s 
actions.

Think of a pet 
you w

ould never be 
allow

ed to have.  
Explain w

hy you 
should have one!

O
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ithout m
y 
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because…

If you had a 
m
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er, 

w
hat w
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and w

hy?

W
rite a story 

about w
inning a 

contest!  W
hat w

as 
the prize and how

 
did you w

in?

Think about 
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e you felt 
disappointed.  W

hat 
happened and how

 
did you handle it?

W
hat are 

three things that 
are im

portant for 
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age to know

?

It’s hard to 
believe that som
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people don’t like 
to…

Five things I 
am

 looking 
forw

ard to about 
this school year 
are…

The coolest thing 
I’ve ever seen 
w

as…
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D

o you think 
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good at spelling or 
m

ath?  Explain.

W
ould you rather 

sw
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 in a pool or 
sw

im
 in the 

ocean?  Explain.
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ake a list 

of the places you 
w

ould m
ost like to 

visit on a class 
field trip.
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re tests a 

good w
ay to 

evaluate w
hat 

you know
?  W

hy 
or w

hy not?

Think about 
som

ething you 
have achieved.  
Explain how

 you 
reached your goal.

I’ve never laughed 
as hard as the 
tim

e I…

W
hat is one thing 

you w
ould like to 

change about 
your bedroom

?

If you could 
be any book 
character, w

ho 
w

ould you be 
and w

hy?

W
rite a story 

about finding a 
treasure m

ap.  
W

here does it lead 
and w

hat do you 
do?
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A Leaping Birthday

A Leaping Birthday

The school newspaper headline read: Seventh Grader Celebrates 3rd Birthday! Catherine 
was used to people making a big deal out of her birthday. No doubt, she was the only 
seventh grader with just three candles on her birthday cake. Her friends kidded her that she 
was some sort of prodigy-very advanced for her age. After all, she could read and do math 
like any other seventh grader. She even knew some French and was on the soccer team.

She liked to tell people that her younger brother was eight and her younger sister was six, just 
to see the confused looks on their faces. They'd scratch their heads and wonder how it was 
possible. She would also say things like "I was eight years old before I had my second 
birthday."

When she met other kids for the first time, she would tease them with details: "On my last 
birthday, I was two. I'm very tall for my age." Sometimes, one or two of them would call her a 
liar. At other times, they would just walk away, thinking she was a bit nuts. But, usually, they 
would ask her what she meant. She enjoyed explaining the weird math to them.

"I was born on February 29, 1996," she would say. "That's a leap-year day. Then I had my first 
birthday in 2000. And the next leap year didn't come until 2004, so that was my second 
birthday." 

When an actual birthday came around, it was a very important occasion. She celebrated 
every year, of course, but she had to do it either on February 28 or March 1. Neither felt really 
right. But every four years she got to celebrate on her actual birthday. And this was one of 
those years.

She planned a big party in her back yard. There would be plenty of room to play leap frog.

ReadWorks.org
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A Leaping Birthday - Plot Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What is the problem in the story?

A. Nobody knows how old Catherine is.

B. Catherine is young for her age.

C. For many years, Catherine doesn't have a birthday.

D. Some people are confused about Catherine's age.

2. Which detail in this story supports the problem?

A. Catherine speaks French very well.

B. Catherine's birthday cake has fewer candles on it than expected.

C. Catherine's birthday cake has more candles than expected.

D. Catherine likes to play soccer.

3. Which of the following details does not support the passage's main idea?

A. Nobody knows how old Catherine really is.

B. Catherine was eight years old before having her second birthday.

C. Catherine's birthday cake has puzzlingly few candles.

D. Catherine would like to have her birthday in the summer. 

4. What is the solution that Catherine came up with to celebrate her birthday?

A. Catherine plays soccer on her birthday.

B. Catherine never celebrates her birthday.

C. Catherine celebrates her birthday only in a leap year.

D. When it is not a leap year, Catherine celebrates her birthday on February 28 or March 
1.

5. What age do you think kids should list on a birthday card that they give Catherine? 

Why?

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



Blue Lightning

Blue Lightning
by A.P. Raj

Sondra loved cars more than anything else. When she was a kid, she begged her dad to let her join 
the Boy Scouts, just so she could build a car to race in the Pinewood Derby. Her car was a jagged 
spike of pinewood painted a glittery, electric shade of blue. She named that car "Blue Lightning."

Blue Lightning didn't win the Pinewood Derby, but it did come in 2nd place. Sondra had been so 
proud, and her dad was proud of her, too. She had doodled drawings of Blue Lightning all over her 
notebooks. She sometimes dreamt that Blue Lightning became a real car sitting out in her driveway, 
and she would get in and take it out for a drive. Even though she was too young, and had never 
driven a car, in those dreams she always knew exactly what to do. Driving Blue Lightning made her 
feel powerful and free.

Then one lazy Saturday in spring, Sondra was flipping through a car magazine she liked, when an ad 
caught her eye:

AMATEUR GO-KART RACERS, START YOUR ENGINES!

Do you LOVE cars? Do you have a passion for racing? Build your very own go-Kart and enter the Go-
Go Derby! All experience levels welcome! Racers ages 13 and up may enter with parental 
supervision.

Sondra had just turned 13 that fall. She screamed with delight and immediately ran to her dad to beg 
him for permission to enter. She was ready to build Blue Lightning, Mark II.
ReadWorks.org · © 2013 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



Blue Lightning

Her dad read the magazine ad and frowned.

"I don't know, Sondra," he said. "Building a car for the Pinewood Derby was one thing, but a go-kart? 
That's a whole new level. It sounds kind of dangerous."

"Not if you help me!" she said.

"That's true. It could be a fun project.  And we'd both learn a lot," he said.

"Exactly! So we can do it?" Sondra said.

"Well, I'll ask your mother what she thinks. And I want to know that you're serious about it. So how 
about this: you do some research into how we're actually going to build this thing, and come back to 
me in a week with a design."

Sondra jumped with joy. "You got it, Dad!" she said. She gave him a big hug and a kiss on the cheek, 
and went straight to her computer to start researching go-kart designs.

In a week, Sondra had a notebook full of drawings and notes about her project, from spending hours 
after school researching, thinking and planning. Blue Lightning, Mark II looked ready to go. Sondra's 
design was a lot like the original Blue Lightning, except instead of pinewood, it would be made of 
steel. And of course, it would be a real vehicle that she could drive. Thrilled at the thought of building 
it, Sondra brought her sketches and notes to her dad.

He put on his glasses and looked over her work, thinking. "These are some interesting ideas, honey," 
he said. "I see you've designed this a lot like your Pinewood Derby car from a few years ago, even 
down to the lightning bolt shape you love so much."

"That's right!" Sondra said, beaming.

"Well, it will certainly look unique," he said. "But how will it drive?"

"What do you mean?" Sondra asked.

"Well..." Her dad stopped to think. It seemed like he had something to say, but decided against it. "Tell 
you what. Instead of telling you what I think, why don't we build Blue Lightning, Mark II the way you've 
designed it?"

Sondra was a bit confused, but she wanted to build the go-kart more than anything, so she agreed.

They took a trip to the hardware store to buy all the parts they needed: a lot of metal, engines, cables, 
brackets, bolts and screws. They had to stop at a specialty hobbyist store to pick up the steering 
wheel and the materials they needed to build the steering block-the accelerator and brake pedals, 
and, of course, a comfy seat for Sondra to sit in. Finally, they stopped at a sporting goods store to buy 
a helmet and pads for her to wear when she was driving.

Back at home, they brought all their new stuff into the garage and went to work. Over two weekends 
of hard work, they turned Sondra's sketches and notes into a real, working go-kart. When they finally 
mounted the seat on Blue Lightning, Mark II, Sondra felt more proud than she had ever felt in her 
whole life.
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Blue Lightning

"She looks great!" Sondra said. "All we have to do now is the paint job!"

"Before we do, why don't we take it for a test drive?" her dad said.

Sondra thought she heard some mischief in his voice and thought about how he had almost said 
something about her design, but had decided not to. What was he up to?

"Okay," she said. "Let's do it!"

So they took the second Blue Lightning out to a nearby parking lot, and Sondra took it for a spin. Her 
dad made sure she wore her helmet and pads, and watched her as she drove the go-kart around the 
lot. She noticed that when she tried to go fast, she felt a lot of resistance from the wind. When she 
slowed down, she didn't notice it as much.

After she had her fun, she drove back to where her dad was standing. He was smiling like he 
expected something from her.

"Well, that was fun!" she said. "But I think I know why you wanted me to take it for a test drive."

"Oh, do you?" he said. "Please share."

"I noticed that there was a lot of push-back when I would drive it fast," she said.

"Yes, and?"

"And I think it's because of the lightning bolt shape. The wind pushes in and kind of gets caught in the 
zigzagging part of the frame," she said.

"Very good!" her dad said.

"So, why didn't you tell me about that problem in the first place?" Sondra said. She was a little bit 
annoyed.

Her dad laughed. "Where's the fun in that? Didn't I ever tell you the story about teaching someone to 
fish?"

"'If you give a man a fish, he'll eat for a day,'" Sondra said, mimicking a very wise tone her parents 
used when they were teaching her lessons. "'But if you teach a man to fish, he'll eat for a lifetime.'"

"Exactly, kiddo," he said. "You may be annoyed now, but I promise, you'll thank me when you're 
older."

Sondra rolled her eyes. "You always say that!"

"It's always true," her dad said, laughing.

"So, now what?" she said.

"Now, we get ice cream. But after that, it's back to the drawing board for you."

Sondra smiled. "Sounds good to me. Designing is half the fun anyway!"

ReadWorks.org · © 2013 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



Blue Lightning

So Sondra went back to researching, sketching and taking notes. Her dad emailed her an article 
about aerodynamics: the science of how air interacts with solid objects. After she read it, she felt silly 
about her lightning bolt design. But her dad told her that sometimes, the only way we learn how to do 
something right is by doing it a few times first, and making silly mistakes along the way.

"You know who makes more mistakes than anybody?" he said. "Great inventors!"

That inspired Sondra and she worked harder than ever. Her next design wasn't shaped like a 
lightning bolt at all, but more like a Formula One racecar. She started to understand why they were 
designed the way they were.

She showed her dad her new design, and he nodded with pride. Once again, they went to work, 
taking apart the first go-kart they'd built and putting it back together again. When Sondra test-drove 
the newest Blue Lightning, it came a lot closer to living up to its name.

"What do you think, Dad?" she asked. "Do we need to go back to the drawing board again?"

"You can always make improvements on a design," he said. "But the race is in two weeks!"

So they decided that Blue Lightning, Mark II was in racing condition, and painted it with the electric 
blue paint Sondra loved. When the time came to race in the Go-Go Derby, Sondra wasn't worried 
about whether she came in first place - in her mind, she had already won, by building something 
better than she had ever built before.

ReadWorks.org · © 2013 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



Blue Lightning - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What does Sondra build with the help of her dad?

A. a garage where her family can keep its cars

B. a go-kart named Blue Lightning, Mark II

C. a racetrack where she can test her go-kart

D. a hardware store that sells cables and brackets

2. Sondra notices a problem when she takes her go-kart for a test drive. The problem is 

that when she drives fast, she gets a lot of push-back from the wind. How does she 

solve this problem?

A. Sondra gets annoyed at her dad.

B. Sondra eats ice cream.

C. Sondra rebuilds her go-kart in a different shape.

D. Sondra designs her go-kart in the shape of a lightning bolt.

3. Read this sentence from the story: "When Sondra test-drove the newest Blue 

Lightning, it came a lot closer to living up to its name."

What can be concluded from this sentence?

A. Sondra does not like her second go-kart design as much as her first go-kart design.

B. Sondra hopes to finish in first place at the Go-Go Derby.

C. Sondra is upset with her dad.

D. Sondra's go-kart becomes a lot faster after she rebuilds it.

4. Why does Sondra's dad not tell her about the problem with the lightning-shaped 

design for her go-kart?

A. He does not notice the problem until it is too late.

B. He does not want Sondra to take part in the Go-Go Derby.

C. He is mad at Sondra and does not want her go-kart to work.

D. He wants Sondra to discover the problem on her own.

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



Blue Lightning - Comprehension Questions

5. What is a theme of this story?

A. Parents should not let their children try new things.

B. Making mistakes can help you learn.

C. Females are better at building things than males.

D. People should always share their feelings with each other.

6. Read the following sentence: "'So how about this: you do some research into how 

we're actually going to build this thing, and come back to me in a week with a design.'"

What does the word design mean in this sentence?

A. a very dangerous idea

B. a place where people go to do research

C. a plan for building something

D. a company that sells cars

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.

Sondra learns from her mistake with the first go-kart, ______ her second go-kart is 

faster.

A. so

B. namely

C. initially

D. specifically

8. What mistake does Sondra make when designing her first go-kart?

9. What does Sondra do to fix this mistake when rebuilding her go-kart?

10. Read these sentences from the passage: "'If you give a man a fish, he'll eat for a 

day,' Sondra said, mimicking a very wise tone her parents used when they were 

teaching her lessons. 'But if you teach a man to fish, he'll eat for a lifetime.'" Explain 

how the idea of teaching a man to fish relates to the events of the story.

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



The Family Business

The Family Business
by ReadWorks

The fallen leaves crunched under Kiara's feet as she walked up her driveway. She hopped 
from one crumbled leaf to another, just like she had always done when she was little, to see if 
she could crush them all. She liked the sound they made, like a quiet chorus. It was an 
impossible goal, like trying to count all the stars in the sky in one sitting. But she still tried, 
mesmerized by the sea of red, orange, and brown. It was one of Kiara's favorite things about 
autumn.

As she approached her garage, she began to hear the sound of a saw going back and forth. It 
was a familiar sound, one that always signaled the presence of her father. Sure enough, she 
spotted her dad cutting a piece of wood in half. "What are you working on today?" she asked 
him. He stopped sawing, smiled at Kiara, and then wiped his forehead with a gloved hand. 
"Oh, just another Adirondack chair," he replied. "Want to help?"

Kiara paused for a second but then felt her tired legs wobble beneath her. "Maybe later, Dad, 
it was a long day at school," she said. He nodded his head, then got back to work. Ever since 
she could pick up a hammer, Kiara's father had taught her his trade of carpentry. He wanted 
her to join the family business, to continue the tradition, as both Kiara's grandfather and great-
grandfather had been carpenters as well. It was a small business-her father just had two 
other paid helpers who assisted him when he had more work than usual. At first, she resisted 
his influence, determined to find her own path, but as she grew older and older, she couldn't 
imagine a life without at least a touch of carpentry.

After reading for a while and eating a snack, Kiara returned to the garage with two cups of 
apple cider. She set one mug down in front of her father, on the board that he was cutting 
through. "Hey, you know I don't drink and saw!" he said, teasing his daughter. He picked it up 
and sat down on a bench that he had built in the corner. "You know what type of wood that 
is?" he asked her. Kiara looked at the boards that he was cutting-they were a light tan, with 
straight grains running through them. She shook her head. "Cypress," he replied. "If you use 
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an older tree, which this is, the wood can be very durable against rot, meaning that it's very 
good for outside furniture," he explained. Kiara shifted in her seat to get more comfortable; 
she knew that when her father started talking about his work, he could go on for a while.

"This species of tree typically grows in the Southeast, near Louisiana, but I was lucky enough 
that a buddy of mine recently brought a truck full of trees up here with him. Plus, they aren't 
endangered, so we aren't cutting down anything that shouldn't be cut down," he said, running 
his hands over the cypress boards. "And see how nice the grain is? That's why I'll just put a 
clear finish over the top instead of paint," he explained. Kiara knew that he would continue to 
talk for as long as she let him.

"How many are you going to build?" she asked.

"Just six-a friend of a friend commissioned me to make them for his bed and breakfast; he 
wants some nice chairs to put on the porch so that his guests can enjoy the view of the 
backyard," her father explained. They both sat in silence, drinking their cider and staring at 
the wood. After a few minutes, her father got back to work on the large chairs.

Kiara couldn't help but join him. As she slipped on working gloves, she felt right at home. She 
pictured herself in ten or twenty years doing the same thing, and thought that maybe it 
wouldn't be so bad after all.
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The Family Business - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What is Kiara's dad doing as Kiara approaches the garage? 

2. What is the sequence of events in this story?

3. Read this sentence from the story.

Kiara knew that when her father started talking about his work, he could go on for a 

while.

What evidence in the story supports this statement? 
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4. Based on the information in this story, what is a carpenter's job?

5. What is the theme of this story?

6. Read these sentences from the story.

"Ever since she could pick up a hammer, Kiara's father had taught her his trade of 

carpentry. He wanted her to join the family business, to continue the tradition, as both 

Kiara's grandfather and great-grandfather had been carpenters as well. It was a small 

business-her father just had two other paid helpers who assisted him when he had 

more work than usual."

What does the word "trade" mean here?
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7. What word or phrase best completes the sentence? 

At first, Kiara does not help her father work on the chairs. __________, she does.

8. Kiara's dad has wanted Kiara to join the carpentry family business. Why had Kiara 

resisted his influence at first?

9. What does Kiara picture herself doing in ten or twenty years? 
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10. Explain why Kiara is likely to join the family business using evidence from the story.
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Pie Diary

The first yell was out of frustration. The pie I'd spent all morning making was now upside down and in 
chunks, splats, and smudges on the floor. The second yell was out of pain; some of those chunks, 
splats, and smudges had landed on my bare shins and were burning my legs as they slid down my 
ankles.

Emma ran in. "What just happened?"

As if the blood-red cherry mess all over my feet and the floor didn't tell the story.

"I've got butterfingers," I replied.

"Are you okay?" Emma wet a dishtowel and started mopping up the filling on my legs.

"Yeah, I just feel kind of dumb and angry." I began to think about how weird it was that my babysitter 
was washing my feet while I was just standing there like a statue, melting.

"Your mom is going to kill me," Emma said, as she observed the ruined-pie-like red marks. She sat 
back on her knees, and the seat of her jeans settled into a pile of cherry goo. I laughed.

"Ugh, gross. Now I'm going to kill you," she said. Then she laughed, too. "Come on, let's get some ice 
on those shins. I'll clean up in here later."

That pie was the third in a series of experiments I was conducting. I was looking for the perfect recipe 
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to submit to the Carter County Fair's baking contest. I was entering for the first time, though I'd been 
a pie taster my entire life. Well, at least since I'd had teeth.

My parents never baked much, but they had always taken me to the fair, and our family's favorite 
event was the pie-baking competition. After the judges take bites out of each entry, they open up the 
judging room to fairgoers wanting to chime in on the decision. The biggest prize is the judge's "best 
overall," but it's no small thing to earn a "people's choice" ribbon.

There are a lot of categories: unique flavor, best-looking pie, best cream pie, best fruit pie...but I 
wanted to be the best overall. I knew I was going up against grandmas who had been making pies 
since they were girls, and there's one professional baker in our little town- she's young, but she 
learned how to cook in a real restaurant kitchen. I believed I had a shot anyways.

Not that my first few attempts at pie-baking were very hopeful. They weren't. On my first try, I thought 
I'd make coconut cream. Here's the entry in my pie diary from later that evening:

I guess I didn't know that a graham-cracker crust was so difficult to make. I didn't crush 
the crackers enough, so the chunks kind of floated around the filling...and the filling was 
awful. I forgot to add sugar, and only half of it solidified, so when I took it out of the oven, 
some of the liquid parts washed over the side of the pie tin and curdled on the floor. Good 
thing this was only a trial. Next!

So, that was a failure. But I'm a plucky girl (that's what Mom calls me sometimes) and I know that 
practice makes perfect pie, so I found another recipe book and tried my hand at a basic apple. Again, 
from the pie diary:

Well, deciding on apple pie in the middle of summer was a silly idea. The only apples I 
could find were the horrible, cardboard-tasting red ones at the grocery store. I bought 
them anyway. I'll get to that later; first, the crust. I've never made a crust, and the recipe 
was sort of unclear: what does "cut in butter" mean? I wrecked a pair of scissors before 
Emma came into the kitchen. My crust turned out okay, even though I added too much 
water at first (sticky mess). The filling, though, wasn't good. The apples tasted like nothing 
even though I added sugar and spices. Plus the crust was too thin on the bottom and my 
slice fell apart during dessert.

The combination of these two tries led me to steer clear of graham-cracker crusts and gooey cream 
fillings, and to pick fruit that's in season.

CHERRIES! I saw them at the farmers' market in town today, and that's the best idea I've 
had for a pie so far. As long as I can keep my crust from melting in the bottom of my pie 
pan...

I pasted a recipe clipped from a library cookbook (don't tell!) into my pie diary and got to work. And 
that's how I ended up in the kitchen with cherry pie filling burning my shins, my daytime babysitter 
shoveling a red mound off the floor with a spatula. I was a week out from baking the real thing, and 
my latest test run was in pieces-and not neatly sliced pieces.

"Never mind," said Emma, seeing my face squish as I sniffed. "We can make another trial pie 
tomorrow. You're going to be okay."
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We cleaned up the mess, and the next day, Emma came over as my parents left for work with an 
armful of groceries: a bag of cherries, a sack of flour, and two sticks of butter. Together, we started on 
my fourth trial pie, and I scribbled in my pie diary after setting the dough in the fridge to chill:

Emma is the best babysitter ever. Hopefully this latest pie works out, and I'll be ready to 
make the real thing for the fair.

In an hour, I had my filling resting in a bowl: cherries and sugar and a little bit of vanilla. Emma told 
me when to stop rolling out my bottom crust so that it wasn't too thin-"STOP, Liana, STOP"-and I 
got the oven ready to go. The last thing I did was cut a heart shape into the top crust before putting 
the pie in to bake. When it was done, the crust a golden brown, I asked Emma to take it out for me.

"Oooohhh, it's beautiful," I said. Emma didn't drop it, and we barely waited for it to cool before 
scooping a slice out to try. It was fantastic.

This is the winner. This is the pie that is going to get me best overall at the fair! I'm so 
excited. I can't wait for Friday.

The Friday of the fair, everyone had to drop off their entries by three. I woke up extra early to bake my 
pie, and I did it just as Emma had shown me. By the time she came over, I was finished. My parents 
wished me good luck as they headed to their respective offices. Emma and I played Scrabble until the 
pie was cool enough to transport.

Judging wouldn't happen until after work, so Emma and I walked around and ate kettle corn and 
looked at animals and napped on some picnic tables. Mom and Dad promised they'd be there by 
5:30, and they showed up right on time. Men and women wearing official badges came by and cut 
slices to pass down the judges' table. As they nibbled, the rest of us were allowed to sample and cast 
our votes.

There was a pie with a top crust assembled to look like a Celtic knot, and I scribbled down a vote for 
that one in the "best presentation" category. It tasted fine. The best-tasting pie was a blueberry pie, 
but it looked awful. The berries had bubbled right out of the holes in the top of the crust, as well as out 
the seams. The plate stuck to the table. Most of the pies looked nice, and tasted nice, too.

I still thought I had a chance.

At least until I arrived at the last three pies. Boom, boom, boom, and the top three pies at the fair 
were decided. They were the three I had tested myself: a dreamy coconut cream, a homey apple, and 
a glimmering cherry. My parents tried to console me as we drove home, but I frowned all the way to 
bed. The official results would be announced the next morning at the fair, and I didn't even want to 
return.

Of course, my parents made me go anyway. And sure enough, as I approached what remained of my 
pie on the display table, there was no ribbon. The three pies at the end of the table had won first, 
second, and third prize, as I'd predicted. Some old ladies came up and congratulated me on 
participating, and I shook their hands even though what I felt like doing was launching my pie into the 
air.

I waited until I was outside to do that.
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A quarter of my cherry pie remained in the pan when I pitched it hard against a scarecrow guarding 
the door to the pie-judging building. The tin fell off after a moment, and all that remained was a big red 
mess on the scarecrow's burlap face.

Mom and Dad stood in the doorway. I turned around to look at them. Dad opened his mouth as if to 
yell... and then he laughed. And then Mom laughed. And then I laughed, in spite of it all.

Okay, so I lost. The winning pies really were the best. I guess I'll just have to keep trying. I 
did not get into trouble with the fair officials for staining their scarecrow, thankfully. They 
thought it was funny. I'm grateful, and will never try a stunt like that again. Oh, yeah, and I 
was right on the money-the Celtic knot pie won best-looking.
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Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. Why does Liana yell at the beginning of the story?

A. She is frustrated with her babysitter, Emma.

B. She dropped her cherry pie.

C. She knew her mother would be angry with her.

D. She did not like the taste of her cherry pie.

2. What motivates Liana to bake so many pies?

A. She wants to become an official pie taster at the county fair.

B. She wants to impress her mother with the perfect pie.

C. She wants to win "best overall" at the county fair's baking contest.

D. She wants to win "best presentation" at the county fair's baking contest.

3. Read these sentences from the text.

"As I approached what remained of my pie on the display table, there was no ribbon. . . 

. Some old ladies came up and congratulated me on participating, and I shook their 

hands even though what I felt like doing was launching my pie into the air."

Based on this evidence, what conclusion can be made?

A. Liana could not contain her excitement at the contest.

B. Liana was upset about losing the baking contest.

C. The old ladies were not very kind to Liana.

D. No one liked the taste of Liana's pie.

4. How can Liana's personality be described?

A. Liana is impatient and unfocused.

B. Liana is nervous and fearful.

C. Liana is emotional and shy.

D. Liana is determined and competitive.
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5. What is the main idea of this story?

A. Liana learns how to make tasty pies from her babysitter, Emma.

B. Liana does her best to win a local pie-baking contest.

C. Liana learns to appreciate the kindness of her babysitter.

D. Liana discovers that baking pies is not for her.

6. Read this sentence from the text.

"I pasted a recipe clipped from a library cookbook (don't tell!) into my pie diary and got 

to work."

Why did the author probably include the phrase "don't tell!" in parentheses?

A. to emphasize that Liana wants to keep her recipe a secret from her babysitter

B. to show that Liana is afraid of getting into trouble for taking the recipe from the library

C. to add humor to the story

D. to add suspense to the story

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence.

Liana didn't make all of the pies on her own. __________, she found a pie recipe at the 

library and had help from Emma.

A. For example

B. In conclusion

C. Yet

D. Before

8. What did Liana do with the rest of her pie after the contest?

9. How did Liana and her parents react to what she did with the rest of her pie?

10. What did Liana learn from her experience with the pie-baking contest?

Support your answer with evidence from the text.
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The Spookiest Attic
by W.M. Akers

I hear sounds coming from up above my head. I try to sleep, but the tighter I close my eyes, 
the louder the noises seem to get. It sounds like someone dragging a rake across a 
chalkboard. Or...no, it's more like a bunch of marbles falling onto a linoleum floor. No, not that 
either. Tonight the sound could be two dozen maracas, rolling back and forth on a lazily 
tossing boat.

Whatever it is, it's scaring me to death. My name is Drew, and I sleep in the bedroom just 
underneath the attic. At least, I'm supposed to sleep there. Ever since the noise started, I can 
barely catch four winks, much less 40 of them. It's not the sound that bothers me so much as 
the pictures it puts in my head. Stuff like a rake on a chalkboard. Who could sleep while that's 
running through their brain?
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Well, as my mother likes to say, I've had enough of this nonsense. Tonight I'm getting to the 
bottom of this. The only problem is, even before the noises started, the attic wasn't my 
favorite part of the house. In fact, it was my least favorite place-not just in the house, but in 
the whole world. A lot of people have spooky attics, but ours is the spookiest.

We live in a big old house-my dad says it's "rambling"-and the attic is way bigger than it 
needs to be. The lights don't work very well, and there are all sorts of shadowy corners 
behind clothes, chests, and boxes that have been there since long before we moved in. We 
really have no idea what is up there, and I can't imagine anything scarier than that.

Except, except...except whatever it is that's making these noises.

Tonight I'm not going to let my imagination run wild. I grip my dad's most powerful flashlight 
with my hand and check to make sure the batteries are working. I have spares in my 
backpack, just in case they run out. I also have a water bottle, a sandwich, some chips, and a 
few cookies in case I get stranded up there. Most importantly, I have my music player. This is 
crucial because everyone knows that monsters can't get at you as long as you've got music to 
keep you safe. I jam the headphones into my ears and turn the music up loud.

My parents have been asleep for hours when I open the creaky attic door and climb the steps 
into the darkness. The flashlight beam sweeps ahead of me, illuminating trunks and piles of 
junk and who knows what else. I creep across the dusty floor, moving slowly and making sure 
not a single part of the attic escapes my flashlight's glare. I ignore my sweaty palms, 
pounding heart, and the sickening sensation in my stomach that I am making a very bad 
mistake. This isn't about facing my fears, I tell myself. It's about getting some sleep. If I can't 
sleep, I can't study. If I can't study, I'll flunk out of school and have to join the circus. And the 
fact is I don't like the circus one bit.

I'm thinking so hard about how much I don't want to join the circus that I space out a little and 
am shocked to find myself all the way at the other end of the attic. I didn't find anything at all. 
If there are monsters up here, they must be better at hiding than I am at looking. Only now do 
I realize how far I am from the stairs. This attic is long, dark, and full of secrets. And I have to 
walk back across. More importantly, I have to find out what's making the skittering noise, or 
this whole trip was a waste. I take out my headphones and wait for the monsters to strike. 
They leave me alone...for now.

I hear the noise coming from far away. It's not just right above my bedroom but seems to be 
coming from several different directions at once. My ears are playing tricks on me, I think. 
This is what happens when you don't get enough sleep. I walk toward the place where the 
noise is the loudest, my quivering flashlight held straight out in front of my body. There are 
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three boxes stacked on top of one another with writing too small for me to read. I get closer, 
and the noise gets louder. A label on the box, written in faded marker, reads "Toys."

Of course! It's a box of old toys, probably from a hundred years ago or more. There are 
probably some wind-up toys in there, and somehow they've gotten wound. Each night they 
rattle up against each other, and each night they keep me awake. All I have to do is take the 
toys out of the box, and they'll quiet down.

I stand on my tiptoes, trying to reach the upper box of toys. I'm just getting a grip on it, when it 
slips out of my sweaty palms. It flips over, dumping its contents all over me. My head takes 
the blow from a bunch of heavy old toys, and my body is covered in 15 or 20 thousand 
creepy, crawly, fuzzy spiders.

Sometimes, it's not possible to scream loud enough. I run as fast as I can back to the stairs, 
knocking spiders off my body with both hands. I must have dropped the flashlight along the 
way, because it's dark when I get back downstairs, and I can't see whether I've gotten all the 
spiders off me until my mom turns on the hallway light.

"Andrew!" she says. "What's wrong?"

"I want to switch bedrooms," I tell her. "And you need to hire an exterminator."
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Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. Why is Drew not able to sleep?

A. The noises coming from up above his head are too loud.

B. His mom turns on the hallway light and starts talking. 

C. The attic in his house has shadowy corners.

D. He is worried that he will have to join the circus.

2. Where does this story take place?

A. on a lazily tossing boat

B. in Drew's house

C. at Drew's school

D. at a circus Drew visits

3. Read these sentences from the story: "The only problem is, even before the noises 

started, the attic wasn't my favorite part of the house. In fact, it was my least favorite 

place-not just in the house, but in the whole world. A lot of people have spooky attics, 

but ours is the spookiest."

What can be concluded from these sentences?

A. Drew likes the attic because it is interesting.

B. Drew likes the attic because it is noisy.

C. Drew dislikes the attic because it is spooky.

D. Drew dislikes the attic because it is boring.

4. Why does Drew explore the attic?

A. He wants to find out what is making the noises he hears from his bedroom.

B. He wants to try dragging a rake across a chalkboard while his parents are asleep.

C. He wants to find some of his old toys to play with because he cannot fall asleep.

D. He wants to have an adventure without leaving the house where he lives.
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5. What is a theme of this story?

A. how much fun old toys can be

B. how nice mothers can be

C. how boring a circus can be

D. how scary an attic can be

6. Read the following sentences: "My name is Drew, and I sleep in the bedroom just 

underneath the attic. At least, I'm supposed to sleep there. Ever since the noise started, 

I can barely catch four winks, much less 40 of them."

What does Drew mean when he says that he "can barely catch four winks, much 

less 40 of them"?

A. He means that his eyes are itching and causing him to wink.

B. He means that he used to be able to wink forty times in a row.

C. He means that he is having trouble sleeping.

D. He means that he sleeps very well every night.

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.

Drew does not find monsters in the attic; _______, he finds spiders.

A. including

B. instead

C. therefore

D. for instance

8. After Drew knocks the box over in the attic, the toys that were inside it fall on top of 

him. What else from the box falls on him?

9. Describe what Drew does after the contents of the box fall on him.

10. Will Drew be able to sleep better now that he knows the cause of the noises in the 

attic? Support your answer with evidence from the story.
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The Summer of the Cast
by James Folta

Oddly, one of the best summers I ever spent was the summer my little sister broke her arm. 

She broke it toward the end of the school year and spent the warm summer months unable to 

swim. My sister, Amanda, didn't mind the broken arm so much. She just hated that it kept her 

from doing her favorite thing: swimming.

Amanda was the happiest swimmer I have ever seen. She seemed more content in water 

than she did on land. If we spent a day at the beach or at a pool, Amanda would be in the 

water the entire day. This is not an overstatement-we would arrive and she would lay out her 

towel, place her flip flops carefully beside it, then walk into the water. When it was time to 

head home, one of us would have to walk to the water and fetch her. She would pout and 

protest, then do one last handstand, walk out of the water, and collect her towel and flip flops, 

still in the exact place she had left them.

It came as a surprise to all of us that Amanda was the first child in our family to break a bone. 

She was sweet and smart with messy blond hair. She preferred to sit back and puff up her 

cheeks, watching everything from a distance rather than get involved. She was active, but 

remarkably careful. She had a sense of danger that kept her from even bruising herself.

I was almost the complete opposite. My only speed was overenthusiastic, reckless sprinting. I 

couldn't manage all the energy I had and bounced through my childhood like a pinball. I would 

wake up singing and jumping and go to bed out of breath. I was always happiest when I was 

a little scratched up.

So we were all shocked that Amanda was the first in a cast and not me. The break happened 

after school one spring day on the new playground. Amanda was playing on a slider, which is 

a handle set into a gently inclined track. When you held onto the handle and dangled, you 

could slide along the track. Of course, it was more exciting to get a push from a friend and 

slide much faster than gravity would pull you.
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Unfortunately, Amanda was pushed on the slider much too hard. Her body jerked to and fro 

as she sped along, clearly out of control. Finally, Amanda lost her grip and fell, arcing up and 

forward. She fell like a cat, twisting improbably in the air so that she descended facing the 

ground. For a moment, it seemed that she would be okay and land safely, but she slammed 

down hard on all fours, wood chips skidding around her. There was a moment of eerie calm. I 

expected her to burst into tears, but she just whimpered and rolled over to a sitting 

position. Her knees were scraped up, and her hands had wood chips stuck to them. But there 

wasn't any blood. She seemed okay.

We walked home and she complained about her wrist. She cradled it delicately with her other 

hand, as if it were a very full cup of water, but it didn't seem any more swollen or bruised than 

her other wrist.

When we got home, Mom could immediately tell something was wrong by our faces. "What 

happened?" she asked.

Mom reached out and touched Amanda's now swollen wrist. Amanda turned as white as snow 

and her jaw dropped open in silent pain.

"Your wrist hurts?" Mom asked. Amanda could only nod. Mom quickly whisked us into the car.

When we got inside the doctor's office, we were moved through a waiting room and then into 

"a checking up room," as Amanda called it. I was excitedly babbling, standing on chairs, 

reading brochures, and peppering everyone with questions about how x-rays worked. I was 

completely oblivious to the gravity of the situation. This wasn't a fun field trip. My sister was 

badly hurt. I don't like thinking back on my lack of care for Amanda. These are the kind of 

moments of childhood that you look back on and feel a pang of shame and embarrassment in 

your gut.

The x-rays came back-Amanda's wrist had a hairline fracture along her ulna, a forearm 

bone, close to her hand.

"Nothing terrible, it'll heal very soon," the doctor said nonchalantly. He didn't even look up 

from the documents he held before him. We were all anxious and upset. Mom was trying not 

to cry. I was shocked. Amanda sat calmly.

The doctor applied the cast. It looked like an arts and crafts project, more summer camp than 

medicine. While he set her arm, the doctor explained everything that Amanda would have to 

avoid to keep her arm from becoming further injured. Amanda, like I, was fascinated by the 
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process of casting and didn't seem to be paying attention to what the doctor was prescribing.  

But at some point she started crying, so quietly that we didn't notice immediately.

"Are you in pain?" Mom asked.

"No."

"Are you uncomfortable?"

"No." But Amanda's face stayed screwed up in pain and discomfort, tears squeezing out of 

the corners of her eyes. Her legs dangling off the hospital bed kicked restlessly and crinkled 

the paper pulled across the table she sat on. She was upset but wouldn't say why.

Mom tried to distract Amanda by having her list all the people she wanted to sign her cast. 

She could only produce names in groups of two or three until she was distracted again by her 

tears. Mom gave up when the doctor announced that we were all done.

"Any questions?" We shook our heads. Mom signed a few papers, and we were soon back in 

the car, exhausted and on our way home.

Amanda didn't stop crying, and Mom kept checking in with her, barely able to hold back tears 

herself.

"Are you in pain?" Mom asked.

"No."

"Are you uncomfortable? Itchy?"

"No."

"Are you sad?"

"Yes," she finally admitted. "I'm not going to be able to swim this summer." She wept even 

harder after admitting this. In the doctor's directions for care of the cast, he had noted 

swimming wasn't allowed. Mom and I missed it, but it was the only thing Amanda heard. She 

had been told that her favorite activity of her favorite season was canceled.

The summer went on. Our fear over Amanda further hurting her arm quickly gave way to a 

fear of her ruining her cast by plunging it in a pool or diving into the ocean. We became 

preoccupied with trying to keep Amanda from soaking her cast as she sat by pools the entire 
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summer, staring longingly at the water.

We tried all sorts of things to help her-baths, a kiddie pool in the yard, showers with her cast 

held out of the curtain. But of course none of this was the same as swimming. Swimming is 

motion and exploration, not sitting or standing while wet.

We stopped going to pools as often as we used to. I was grouchy about it at first, but then the 

summer became different. Instead of the usual lazy summer days of swimming and seeing 

friends, I stayed home more to be with Amanda. We gardened together, staged a play, and, in 

what would become family lore, we planted a tree that survived both a lightning strike and 

being hit by a neighbor's car.

When Amanda's arm was finally healed and the cast came off, we threw a big pool party for 

her and all her friends. As everyone cheered, she jumped back in the pool, swam for six hours 

straight, and never stopped smiling. It was a great day.

But in the car on the way back home, Amanda was very quiet. After a while, she turned to me 

and told me how much she missed our garden.

"Maybe we could not go to the pool tomorrow?" she asked.

I told her that sounded very nice.
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Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What was Amanda's favorite thing?

A. running

B. swimming

C. reading

D. singing

2. What main problem does Amanda face in the story?

A. She does not get along with the rest of her family.

B. She does not want to leave the beach at the end of the day.

C. She cannot manage all of the energy she has.

D. She cannot go swimming because she broke her arm.

3. When she has her cast on, Amanda misses swimming. What evidence from the story 

best supports this conclusion?

A. At the pool, Amanda stares longingly at the water.

B. Amanda's family stops going to the pool as often.

C. Amanda staged a play and planted a tree.

D. Amanda's family throws a pool party for her and her friends.

4. Why does Amanda start crying at the doctor's office?

A. because she is in a lot of pain

B. because she can't think of anyone to sign her cast

C. because she is tired and wants to go home

D. because she won't be able to go swimming

5. What is the story mostly about?

A. A girl breaks her arm while playing on a slider at the playground.

B. Two siblings learn to love swimming over the course of a summer.

C. A girl who loves swimming discovers an interest in gardening after breaking her arm.

D. Two siblings spend more time together when one of them breaks her arm.
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6. Read the following sentences: "I was excitedly babbling, standing on chairs, reading 

brochures, and peppering everyone with questions about how x-rays worked. I was 

completely oblivious to the gravity of the situation. This wasn't a fun field trip. My sister 

was badly hurt. I don't like thinking back on my lack of care for Amanda."

As used in this sentence, what does the word "gravity" mean?

A. happiness

B. discomfort

C. seriousness

D. excitement

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.

_________ Amanda loves swimming, she asks her sibling if they could not go to the 

pool tomorrow.

A. Initially

B. Meanwhile

C. Even though

D. Therefore

8. What did the narrator do during "the summer of the cast" instead of swimming and 

seeing friends?

9. Why doesn't Amanda want to go to the pool at the end of the story? Use evidence 

from the text to support your answer.

10. How did Amanda's broken arm impact her relationship with her sibling, the narrator? 

Use evidence from the story to support your answer.
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The Writing Assignment
by ReadWorks

The group of kids who met in the library each week during lunchtime were known to the rest of the school 
as the Miss Margaret Fan Club. Every Thursday, the twelve members of the Miss Margaret Fan Club 
made their way to the study center in the back of the library, where Miss Margaret, the new librarian, was 
waiting with a stack of sharpened pencils and fresh notebook paper. The first Thursday they met, Miss 
Margaret greeted them with a little speech.

"Welcome to the first meeting of Writing Club!" she said. She tucked a couple of stray hairs behind her ear. 
"During the rest of the school year, we will meet here to work on story writing. At the end of the year, I will 
have all of your stories pulled together in a book." She smiled brightly at the group of huddled students.

Miss Margaret passed a pencil and two sheets of notebook paper to each student around the circular 
table.

"Now, your first assignment is to come up with a character. Who would be a compelling person to write 
about? Remember: we will be talking about point of view and perspective in a different session, but for 
now, try to think about an interesting persona that you would want to write about. Once you have come up 
with this person, write down all the details about them that you can think of."

The kids looked around the room at each other. Leila, the only fifth grader in the room, was nervous. She 
had always loved to read-and had basically finished the entire Harry Potter series in a week-but she 
had never thought about writing. Being an author of something seemed really scary. How was she 
supposed to describe a fake person's thoughts and feelings as well as J.K. Rowling? 

Leila looked down at the blank sheet of notebook paper in front of her. The other kids in the circle were 
already scribbling quickly on their papers. Some of them had even started writing on the second sheet 
Miss Margaret had provided.

Leila bit her lower lip and picked up the pencil. She closed her eyes and thought about her older sister, 
who had died in a car accident a year before. Leila imagined that her sister was still alive, in high school, 
like she was supposed to be, rather than buried at the huge cemetery off of Cavalry Street. What would 
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Chloe be doing today if she were still alive? What would she be thinking about?

Leila gently put the sharp tip of the pencil down on the clean paper and wrote Chloe's name at the top of 
it. Then she started describing all the things she remembered about her sister: tall and skinny, bony knees 
and elbows, long dark hair that she wore in tiny braids, always smiling, always confident, only scared of 
thunder and really big dogs, played Barbies with Leila anytime she wanted to when Leila was little, a fast 
runner, hated doing homework, loved pizza and Sprite, favorite Gatorade flavor was lemon-lime, did her 
chores faster than Leila.

After five minutes, Miss Margaret tapped lightly on the table. "Okay, everyone, let's go around the circle 
and talk about our characters." She gestured to Timothy, a third grader, to start.

"Bat-Spider-Iron Man is the best superhero that has ever lived," Timothy said, holding his paper up close 
to his thick glasses. "He can fly and he can jump across buildings more easily than anyone else. He is the 
protector of the weak and defender of the poor." Timothy looked up and smiled, showing his braces.

"Bat-Spider-Iron Man sounds very cool," Miss Margaret said. "I can't wait to see whom he protects." She 
clapped for Timothy. "Now, Leila, why don't you share your character?"

"Um, I actually wrote about a real person for my character," she muttered. "I guess I did it wrong."

"Characters in short stories can come from anywhere, Leila. And there is no 'wrong' way to write a 
character. Not to worry, I'm sure whatever you wrote about is perfect." Miss Margaret smiled 
encouragingly. 

"Okay, then..." Leila said. She picked up her paper. "I wrote about my sister Chloe. She was my best 
friend, and was the nicest person. She had a heart of gold, like my dad used to say, and she would always 
help a friend in need." Leila felt warm-everyone was looking at her. She gulped and put her paper down.

Miss Margaret walked over to Leila and patted her hand. "I'm sure Chloe is going to be a fantastic 
character in whatever situation we find for her."

Leila looked up at Miss Margaret and smiled. She was already really liking this class.
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Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What is the first assignment of the Writing Club?

2. How does Leila feel about the writing assignment when it is first given?

3. What can be concluded about Leila's relationship with Chloe based on the 

description she gives to her class?

4. Why does Leila probably choose to write about her sister?

5. What is this story mostly about?

6. Read the sentences and answer the question.

"'Now, your first assignment is to come up with a character. Who would be a compelling 

person to write about? Remember: we will be talking about point of view and 

perspective in a different session, but for now, try to think about an interesting persona 

that you would want to write about. Once you have come up with this person, write 

down all the details about him or her that you can think of.'" 

What does the word "persona" mean as used in the text? 

7. What word or phrase best completes the sentence? 

Leila's sister Chloe was supposed to be in high school; __________, she had died in a 

car accident. 

8. What does Miss Margaret tell Leila when Leila says she did the assignment wrong?

9. What does Miss Margaret say to Leila about her character Chloe?

10. Explain why Leila is already liking the writing class by the end of the story. Support 

your answer using evidence from the text. 
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Weekend at Sawyer Farm
by Sheela Raman

It took Laura three long hours to drive from New York City to Sawyer Farm. There had been 
lots of traffic all along the way. As she finally pulled up the winding dirt driveway that led to the 
farmhouse, she suddenly felt weary and exhausted. Her silver sports car jumped and jolted 
along the bumpy path until she got to the front door.

Susie and Will heard the sound of the car engine and came outside to welcome Laura. They 
owned Sawyer Farm and used the land to raise their own animals and crops. They knew 
Laura from long before, when they were all in college together.

"Great to see you after so long!" Susie said, kissing Laura on the cheek. From the open door 
of the farmhouse wafted the delicious aroma of freshly baked bread.

"Great to see you too!" said Laura. "But are you sure I didn't come at the wrong time of year? 
I've heard winter is not the best time to visit a farm." Laura lived in New York City and worked 
as a lawyer. This was the first time she had been in the country in a long time. She was a bit 
nervous.
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"Not at all," said Susie. "Winter is a great time to be here."

"There's still lots to do on a farm in winter," added Will. "We have to keep all our animals fed 
and warm. You can come with me to feed the cows and chickens tomorrow if you want. It's 
fun."

"Sounds good," said Laura.

Susie and Will invited Laura inside and showed her to her room. It had a high antique bed and 
its very own fireplace. Will lit the logs with some kindling and matches, and soon a great fire 
crackled away. Susie and Will left Laura to settle in for a few minutes. She turned her 
smartphone off, washed her face, and let her feet warm by the fire. Her headache was 
already getting better.

It was about time for dinner when Laura went downstairs. Susie was busy stirring a giant pot 
of beef stew. A bowl of creamy mashed potatoes and a big tray of roasted vegetables lay out 
on the table. Susie explained to Laura that the roasted vegetables were a mix of butternut 
squash, turnips, and parsnips. These were all "winter vegetables," she said, because they 
grow underneath the soil, protected from snow and cold weather.

Laura helped Susie set the plates, forks and knives. It started to snow outside, and soon the 
hills and fields out the window seemed to be coated in a thin layer of powdered sugar. It was 
so peaceful and quiet in the country, compared to hectic, fast-paced New York City. At last 
Susie finished stirring the stew and brought it to the table. Then she took the steaming loaf of 
bread out of the oven. They all sat down to eat.

"Wow," said Laura, as she tasted her first spoonful of stew. "I have been craving a hearty 
meal like this all day!"

"Of course," said Will. "In winter, when it's very cold, all animals, including human beings, 
need to eat big, warm meals."

"That's right," said Susie. "Our body temperature always has to be around 98.6 degrees, even 
when it's only 20 degrees outside. To keep our body temperature up, we really need that extra 
fuel in wintertime. That's why I make big meals when it's cold and snowy."

Laura never thought much about eating differently in winter and summer. Her job kept her too 
busy to think about food. Often she got home late from work and only had the energy to heat 
up a small can of soup.

"You know, Sue," said Laura. "I think I need to learn more about cooking good food. It's 
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embarrassing to admit, but I can barely make an omelet! I'm so busy with work that I don't 
have time to experiment in the kitchen."

"Why don't you come and stay with us one weekend every month?" said Sue. "I can show you 
how to cook some really quick and easy meals that will keep you full in wintertime. You won't 
be so tired all the time."

"I would love that!" said Laura.

Soon Laura was stuffed with fresh bread, stew, potatoes and vegetables. She felt relaxed and 
happy. The friends sat together in the living room for a while after dinner, drinking hot 
chocolate and listening to music. Outside the window, the snow kept falling.

That night, Laura slept like a baby. When she woke up the next day, all the hills and fields 
were covered in a thick blanket of fluffy white snow. She ate a big bowl of oatmeal and raisins 
for breakfast, and then put on her winter coat and snow boots. She felt peppy and full of life 
as she walked outside with Will to do the chores. First, she helped him untie big batches of 
hay and feed them to the horses. Next, she and Will patched up a hole in the barn wall where 
snow had drifted in. The sheep had all clustered together in one side of the barn, away from 
the snowdrift. "They really hate the cold," Will explained.

In the afternoon Laura stayed inside with Susie. She helped her water all of her indoor plants. 
"It's amazing that these plants need mostly just water and air to survive, while we need to eat 
big meals with different kinds of vegetables and fruit."

"Yes," said Susie. "In that way plants are a lot simpler than we are."

The rest of the weekend flew by. The friends had such fun having a snowball fight with each 
other the next day that Laura did not really want to leave. But she had to go to work the next 
day. As she drove away in her sports car, waving goodbye to Susie and Will, she thought how 
lucky she was to have such good friends. She felt in her pocket for the stew recipe Susie had 
written down for her, and looked forward to trying it out at home.
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Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. Susie and Will own Sawyer Farm. What do they use their land for?

A. to rent it to other farmers in the area

B. to raise their own animals and crops

C. to host tourists visiting from other places

D. to raise and sell animals and crops

2. What kind of character is Laura in this story?

A. Laura is a hero.

B. Laura is a minor character.

C. Laura is the main character.

D. Laura is the villain.

3. Read the following sentences from the story: "That night, Laura slept like a baby. 

When she woke up the next day, all the hills and fields were covered in a thick blanket 

of fluffy white snow. She ate a big bowl of oatmeal and raisins for breakfast, and then 

put on her winter coat and snow boots. She felt peppy and full of life as she walked 

outside with Will to do the chores."


What conclusion is supported about Laura based on this information?

A. Laura is ready to move to the country from New York City.

B. Laura is surprised by how much she is enjoying the trip to Sawyer Farm.

C. Laura is always ready to do chores when she eats and sleeps well.

D. Laura is having a relaxing and enjoyable time at Sawyer Farm.

4. What is a difference between the way Laura eats at home and the way she eats on 

Sawyer Farm?

A. Laura does not pay as much attention to what she eats at home as she does on 
Sawyer Farm.

B. Laura does not think about eating differently in winter and summer on Sawyer Farm, 
but she does think about it at home. 

C. Laura eats hearty stew at home, but on Sawyer Farm she only has the energy to heat 
up a small can of soup.

D. Laura eats with other people at home, but on Sawyer Farm she eats by herself.
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5. What is a theme of this story?

A. war versus peace

B. love versus hate

C. life in the country versus life in the city

D. life near the ocean versus life in the desert

6. Read the following sentences: "'Our body temperature always has to be around 98.6 

degrees, even when it's only 20 degrees outside. To keep our body temperature up, we 

really need that extra fuel in wintertime. That's why I make big meals when it's cold and 

snowy.'"


What does the word "fuel" mean as used in the passage?

A. a material such as wood, coal, or gas used to produce heat or power

B. a food which nourishes the body

C. something which encourages or excites people

D. a material that keeps people warm and cozy

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.

Laura has a good time visiting Sawyer Farm, _______ she has to leave at the end of 

the weekend.

A. so

B. first

C. but

D. never

8. How does Laura feel after eating dinner with Susie and Will the night she arrives at 

Sawyer Farm?

9. What is one difference between the way Laura lives at Sawyer Farm and the way she 

lives in New York City?

10. Does Laura like living in the country or living in the city more? Explain your answer 

using evidence from the passage.
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Summer Surprise
by Rebecca White

"Well, do you or don't you?" asked Sally.

"Do I or don't I what?" asked Angelica quickly, annoyed.

"Do you or don't you believe in the tooth fairy?"

"Of course I don't!" Angelica snapped back, quickly. "That's kids' stuff."

"No it's not. I've seen the tooth fairy with my own two eyes."

"Yeah, right," said Angelica. The two girls were sitting on Sally's front porch, the hot summer sun making 
them sweat. Sally's mother had offered them lemonade, but what they really wanted was popsicles.

"You don't believe me?" asked Sally. "I'll show you!"

Sally jumped up and started running out into the front lawn.

"Wait!" said Angelica.

"Don't go too far, girls!" shouted Sally's mother through the open kitchen window.

"We won't!" said Sally and Angelica in unison.

Angelica could barely keep up, Sally was running really fast. Where could she possibly be taking me?
 wondered Angelica.

Sally was half skipping, half running around the large, white two-story house to the backyard. Her ponytail 
swayed this way and that, and Angelica wished that her hair was just as long. As it was now, Angelica's 
hair barely reached below her ears, and she couldn't put it up at all anymore because she'd just gotten a 
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haircut.

"Hey, where are we going!?" asked Angelica, running out of breath.

"Right over here!" said Sally, who stopped suddenly in the middle of a patch of dandelions. "Look at this!"

Angelica knelt down as Sally had, and peered into the grass and flowers.

"What are we looking at?" Angelica asked, almost frightened.

"See those white things?" said Sally, pointing into the dirt.

"No, I don't see anything," Angelica said. She remembered when she was much younger, one of her teeth 
felt loose. She started playing with the tooth with her tongue, and all of a sudden whoops! It fell out. Her 
mother told her to put the tooth underneath her pillow for the tooth fairy. The next day, two quarters were in 
its place, a present from a fairy she had never even seen!

Angelica was older now, almost nine, and she'd long since stopped believing in things like fairies.

Sally must have been pulling her leg.

"Just below the dirt, that's where all my baby teeth are. I swear!" said Sally.

"You're crazy!" said Angelica, starting to get frightened. She could see that the ground was tousled, as if 
something had recently been buried there or some of the dirt had been unearthed.

"Why would I lie?" asked Sally.

"Because you like to play mean jokes," said Angelica.

"Girls!" shouted Sally's mother from the back screened-in porch. "It's getting late. Time to come inside!"

"Look, something's moving!" screamed Sally, jumping back.

Angelica looked down, and up from the ground came a little brown field mouse, its eyes pinched and its 
little feet scurrying quickly beneath it.

"EEEEEK!" screamed Angelica, as Sally laughed and laughed, rolling around on the grass and holding her 
belly.

"That wasn't very nice," said Angelica, pursing her lips into a grimace.

"Ha, I had no idea the mouse was going to be there," said Sally, between chuckles. "And you never know; 
maybe the tooth fairy has a pet mouse and they're friends."

"Yeah, yeah. And maybe you have a wild imagination," said Angelica.

Sally then grabbed her friend's hand and led her back to the house. Once inside, Sally's mother had a 
surprise.
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"Popsicles, anyone?"

Sally and Angelica washed their hands and sat at the kitchen table as Sally's mother pulled out one grape 
popsicle and one strawberry popsicle from the freezer. Soon, the two girls had forgotten their differences; 
their faces were covered in red and purple juice, their bellies now full of one of summer's splendors.

"What were you two doing out there?" asked Sally's mother. "Your knees are covered in dirt!"

"We..." said Angelica, but she paused and looked at Sally, whose eyes grew large. "We were..."

"We were investigating," said Sally.

"Investigating what?" asked her mother.

Angelica decided to go along with the ruse, though she wasn't sure why. For some reason, she could tell 
that Sally didn't want her mother to know that she had played a joke on her friend.

"Someone once told us that if you were to dig a hole into the earth, straight down, you would end up in 
Australia," said Angelica.

"Oh, is that so?" asked Sally's mother, handing the girls some napkins.

"Maybe it is, maybe it isn't," said Sally, smiling at her friend. "But one day, perhaps we'll find out."

And she and Angelica laughed, winked at each other, and finished their popsicles in silence.
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Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. At the beginning of the story, where are Angelica and Sally sitting?

A. in Sally's kitchen

B. on Sally's front porch

C. on the lawn of Sally's house

D. with Sally's mother

2. How does the story conclude, or end?

A. Sally laughs at Angelica.

B. Sally and Angelica run into the yard.

C. Sally and Angelica eat popsicles.

D. Sally's mother tells the girls not to go too far away.

3. Angelica gets frightened by a mouse.  What evidence from the story shows this is 

true?

A. Angelica couldn't keep up with Sally.

B. Angelica screams, "EEEEEK!"

C. Angelica washes her hands with Sally in the kitchen.

D. Angelica couldn't see Sally's teeth in the grass.

4. Which sentence shows that Sally probably isn't frightened of the mouse?

A. Sally says, "Why would I lie?"

B. Sally didn't know the mouse was going to be there.

C. Sally laughed and rolled on the ground when Angelica screamed in fright.

D. Sally suggests the tooth fairy has a pet mouse.

5. What is this story mainly about?

A. Angelica and Sally losing their teeth

B. Angelica wishing she had long hair

C. the friendship between Angelica and Sally

D. Sally's mother making popsicles for Angelica and Sally
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6. Read the following sentence from the story:

"She could see that the ground was tousled, as if something had recently been buried 

there or some dirt had been unearthed."

What does the word "tousled" mean in this sentence?

A. messed up 

B. smoothed over

C. made hard

D. made flat

7. Sally and Angelica are friends, ___________ the two girls have many differences.

A. such as

B. therefore

C. even though

D. instead

8. Describe at least two differences between Angelica and Sally.

9. The title of the story is "Summer Surprise".  What are some surprises in the story?

10. Based on what happens in this story, do you think Angelica is happy being friends 

with Sally?  Use evidence from the text to support your answer.
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Summer Vacation
by Gabrielle Sierra

One day during Jose's summer vacation, he woke up and wanted to go to the pool.

He made his bed, put on his swimsuit, and grabbed his towel from the hall closet. Then he 
went to the kitchen table and sat down for breakfast.

"Jose," his mom said, as she served him scrambled eggs and toast. "Why are you wearing 
your bathing suit?"

"Because today I want to go to the pool," he said. He started to eat his eggs very fast so that 
they could leave for the pool right away.

His mother laughed. "Jose, look outside," she said. "I'm sorry, but we can't go to the pool 
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today."

Jose jumped out of his seat and looked outside the window. It was raining really hard, and 
there was thunder and lightning. People outside were hurrying back and forth with umbrellas 
over their heads, while the trees blew in the wind.

"Oh no," Jose said. "Rain! Now we can't go to the pool."

He sat back down at the table and quietly finished his breakfast. He was sad. His plans for the 
pool were not going to happen.

Jose's mom grabbed her laptop computer and brought it over to the table. She turned it on 
and gave Jose a hug.

"Don't worry sweetheart," she said, "let's look up the weather for tomorrow, and see if we can 
go to the pool then."

Jose's mom searched on the Internet for the local weather news. Jose watched as the screen 
displayed a bunch of pictures with sun and rain clouds next to each day of the week.

"What are those?" he asked.

"This is a news website that shows the weather for each day of the week," she said. "Here is 
today."

She pointed to a rain cloud next to the day marked "Tuesday."

"The rain cloud means that today it is going to rain all day. And here it says the temperature: 
85 degrees Fahrenheit."

"That is hot," said Jose. "And the pool is good on a hot day."

"It is hot, but raining, so the pool will not be open today," said Jose's mom. "But tomorrow, 
Wednesday, there is a sun picture. That means the weather forecaster is predicting tomorrow 
will be sunny. It also says that tomorrow will be 90 degrees, which is even hotter than today."

"Then we can go to the pool!" said Jose.

"Yes, if it is sunny and hot, we can go to the pool," said Jose's mom. "As long as you wear 
your sunscreen."

Jose was excited. But he was also a little confused. How did the weather forecaster know 
about the weather before it happened? Could he predict the future?
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"Mom, how does the weather forecaster know what the weather is going to be like tomorrow?" 
he asked.

"Well," said Jose's mom, "scientists use tools in order to predict the weather. They record 
patterns and can figure out what will most likely happen next. For example, if the scientists 
see a storm that is moving across other states toward us in New York, they can measure the 
storm, and how fast it is moving. Then they can tell if it will be rainy in a few days or a few 
weeks. We can see this weather prediction listed on a website, or on the television."

"You mean we hear it from those people who read the news on TV," said Jose.

"Right," said Jose's mom. "Some of the news people who read the weather forecast on TV are 
called meteorologists. A meteorologist is someone who studies, explains, and understands 
the weather forecast. They go to school to study how to predict and understand the weather. 
That way people like you and me can see if it will be raining tomorrow or this weekend."

After lunch the rain got a little lighter, and Jose's mom let him put on his rain boots and play in 
the backyard. Then after a shower, Jose and his mom had dinner and watched a movie. The 
next morning Jose got up, put on his bathing suit, and grabbed his towel. He peeked outside 
the window and saw that the sun was shining.

"Mom!" he shouted as he ran to the breakfast table. "The scientists were right! It is sunny 
today. Let's go to the pool!"

And they did.
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Summer Vacation - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. Where does Jose want to go after he wakes up?   

A. the movies

B. the park

C. the pool

D. the yard

2. Jose wants to go swimming, but there is a problem. What is the problem?    

A. It is raining, so the swimming pool will not be open.

B. It is too hot outside to go to the swimming pool.

C. It is too cold outside to go to the swimming pool.  

D. Jose has to help his mom around the house all day.

3. Jose is very excited about going to the pool.

What evidence from the story supports this statement?

A. Jose watches the laptop screen as it displays pictures with sun and rain clouds next to 
each day of the week.

B. Jose's mom says he can go to the pool on Wednesday as long as he wears his 
sunscreen.  

C. Jose is a little confused about how the weather forecaster can know about the 
weather before it happens

D. Jose starts to eat his eggs very fast so that he and his mom can leave for the pool 
right away.

4. How can a weather forecaster predict the weather?      

A. A weather forecaster can jump out of his seat at breakfast and look through the 
window to see whether it is raining outside.  

B. A weather forecaster can look at weather in another place and its movement to make 
a prediction about the weather where he is.

C. A weather forecaster can predict the weather by finding an indoor pool that stays 
open whether or not it is raining outside.

D. A weather forecaster can predict the weather by putting on rain boots and going into 
the backyard.
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Summer Vacation - Comprehension Questions

5. What is this story mainly about?

A. a boy who wants to go to the pool and predicting the weather

B. a person who goes to school to study how to predict the weather

C. the sadness a boy feels one day when it rains outside

D. a swimming pool, umbrellas, rain boots, scrambled eggs, and toast

6. Read the following sentences: "Jose was excited. But he was also a little confused. 

How did the weather forecaster know about the weather before it happened? 

Could he predict the future?"

Why does the author include the two questions above?

A. to prove that weather forecasters do not know what they are doing

B. to convince readers that they should become weather forecasters

C. to explain why Jose loves his mom so much

D. to show readers the thoughts in Jose's mind

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.

Jose does not go to the pool on Tuesday, ______ he goes to the pool on Wednesday.

A. for example

B. never

C. but

D. especially

8. What kind of weather is predicted for Wednesday?

9. How does Jose feel when he learns about the weather prediction for Wednesday?  

10. Is weather prediction helpful to the characters in this story? Support your answer 

with evidence from the passage.
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Fill in this story with names of your summer friends and the correct parts of speech to come up with a truly 
outrageous story. Maybe some day this experience will happen to you!

One day, _________ and _________ decided to _________ while on 

their summer vacation. _________ grabbed a _________ and hit the 

road! _________ thought they should _________ which _________ 

thought was very wild. “It’s summer vacation! We have to _________!” 

_________ exclaimed. While on their journey _________ saw a 

_________ climbing a _________ and that scared _________. Later, 

it was time for a snack so _________ suggested they eat _________ 

and _________ and drink _________ juice. Summertime is all about 

_________ experiences, and _________ and _________ wanted to 

make the most of it. After a quick _________ in the _________, it was 

time to _________. It had been another _________ summer day! 

(NAME 1) (NAME 2)

(NAME 1)

(TYPE OF FOOD)

(VERB)

(NAME 2)

(NAME 1)

(BODY OF WATER)

(NOUN)(NAME 1)

(ADJECTIVE)

(NAME 2)

(TYPE OF FOOD)

(VERB)

(VERB)(NAME 1)

(ANIMAL) (NOUN)

(NAME 2) (TYPE OF FOOD)

(NAME 1) (NAME 2)

(ADJECTIVE)(VERB)

(VERB)

crazy SUMMER story!awrite
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	  Draw pictures of the following items you’ve observed outside! 

Birds Flowers 
 

Squirrel 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tree Clouds 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Insect 

Something rough Something smooth 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Something sticky 

Something yellow Something blue 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Something purple 

Something moving in the 
breeze 

Something that’s fallen from 
a tree 
 
 
 
 
 

Something wet 

Something tiny 
 
 
 

Something huge 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Something you really liked 
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Outdoor Scavenger Hunt 



SUMMER
BLOCKBUSTERS!

See any good movies lately?

Check it Out!
A Review of My Favorite Summer Movie

Movies I Watched This Summer

Do you have more to say? Flip the page over and keep on writing!
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Summer TBR List

______________________________ ‘s Bookshelf

Summer
Reading Goals

I will read ______________ minutes a week.

I will finish _____________ books this summer.

I am really looking forward to reading the 
book: _______________.



iRead
Read at 

the 
Library

Read 
outside

Read to 
an 

adult.

Read by 
the 

water!

Read on 
a comfy 

chair

Read 
with a 

friend or 
sibling!

Read 
outside

Read 3 
books by 
the same 
author!

Read for 
30 

minutes!

Read 
with a 

flashlight

Read for 
one 

HOUR!

Read in 
your 

pajamas

Su
m

m
er

 c
ha

lle
ng

e
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k1Literacy
VOCABULARY

Prefixes: retro-,   ir-,    mal-,  inter-,  ab-,  

Retro- = backward

Ir- = “not” Mal- = “bad”

Inter- = “between” 

Ab- = “from”

Circle the prefix 
in the following 

words:

interstate

irregular

malcontent

abnormal

absent

malnutrition

interdependence

Add the correct prefix to each word 
to form a new word. Use the meaning 
clue in parentheses to help you.

1. (backward) _______active

2. (between) _______section

3. (bad) _______function

4. (backward) _______spective

5. (not) _______responsible

6. (ab) _______stain

Bonus! Try to use 
some of these words 
in your writing this 

month!



Correlative Conjunctions!
Use the correlative conjunctions correctly in a sentence.

either/or
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

Both/and
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

Circle the correlative conjunctions that combines the two 
sentences to make a compound sentence.. Then write the c 

sentence.

My mom likes to read. My brother likes to read

Not only/ but also either/or both/and neither/nor
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

W
ee

k2Literacy
Grammar



Read an informational book this week and 
decide what the main idea is. Also provide the 

details that support the main idea. 

Main Idea:

Supporting Detail:

Supporting Detail:

Supporting Detail:

W
ee

k3Literacy
Reading



S _________________
U _________________
M _________________
M _________________
E _________________
R _________________

IT is your 4th week of summer! Write an acrostic poem about your 
summer so far! Be sure to use your best writing and handwriting! 

W
ee

k4Literacy
writing



m
During the month of June I . . . 

___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________

June
Snapshots
OF



___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________

June
Snapshots
OF



-ist = “one who practices”
-ic = “relating to”   
ent = “”inclined to”
-sim & -ation/-tion = 
“state of being”

Circle the suffix 
in the following 

words:

Dentist

Journalism

Perfectionist

Accusation

Heroic

Turbulent

Historic

Succulent

optimism

Suffixes: -ist,  -ic,  -sim,  -ent,  -ation/-tion

Use three words from the box 
in a sentence!

1. _________________________
_________________________

2. _________________________
_________________________

3. _________________________
_________________________

W
ee

k5Literacy
VOCABULARY



Let’s Correct!
Read each sentence. Circle the incorrect verb tense and then 

write the sentence correctly.

1. The girl insisted that she has paid for the dress.
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

2.  Brian dreamed of becoming a hockey player one day and his dream comes true.

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

3.  Sarah helped her grandmother set the table and then watches TV.
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

4. John passed the ball to Joe, who scores the winning basket.
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

5.  When I first moved to my new home, I hate my room.
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

W
ee

k6Literacy
Grammar



Let’s Write! 
Write a letter to someone and send it in the mail! Write to a friend, 

relative, teacher, etc. and tell them about your summer! Use this paper as 
your rough draft!

Dear ___________,

_________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

Sincerely,

W
ee

k7Literacy
writing



m
In July, I was busy with . . . 

___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________

July
Snapshots
OF



___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________

July
Snapshots
OF
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Activities for Word of the Day Calendar 

Daily 

Draw a picture of the word 

Write a sentence using the word 

Act out the word, like charades 

Find an antonym and a synonym for the word 

What part of speech is the word – noun, verb, adjective, adverb 

Quiz a family member- write out the actual definition and 1 or 2 
definitions not for the word – quiz a family member to see if 
they can guess the correct definition 

Write the word in fancy letters on the front of an index card or 
piece of paper and write the definition on the back 

Weekly 

Use all 5 words in a paragraph – maybe a silly paragraph! 

Mix up the words and definitions and see if family members 
can match the correct definition to each word 

End of the month 

Make a word search  

Make a crossword puzzle 

Write a story that uses at least  



1

9

17

6

10

15

19

26

30

8

12

20 22

27

29

23

25

5

16

7

2

14

24

11

13

18

28

21

3 4

Across
1) a shape, like a ball

6) a tool used for chopping wood

8) guidance from the person in charge, 

a personal quality that a teacher should have

9) a repeated sound

10) orderly, clean, tidy

12) covered by something, such as a blanket or paper

15) the part of the day before noon

17) difficult to understand, scary, like a haunted house

19) to nap, to sleep, or a silent beat in music

20) to hold as property

22) a loud, dull sound, as in “That door sure makes a             .”

Down
1) quickness

2) belonging to him

3) water falling 
out of clouds

4) a test, such as 
in science

5) to jump

7) someone who tends 
to cows or horses

9) a long, slimey 
creature that lives in 
dirt and has no bones

11) not loose

13) jealous

14) the effect or result, 
usually negative, as in 
“You’ll have to face 
the            .”

16) to ruin

17) a tart fruit that is 
red, orange, or yellow

18) fashion, or the way
something is done

21) my friends and I

24) energized, stimulated, 
ready to go

28) the opposite of early

Fifth Grade Spelling Crossword Puzzle

23) something someone said, exactly how she said it, 
as in a “famous            .”

25) normal

26) the front of something, such as a head

27) something empty, as in “Fill in the            .”

29) someone associated with another, 
such as in business or dancing

30) conclusion

(Very hard!)
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